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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: Friday 10th September 2021 
 
Title: Proposal to undertake Public Engagement and Consultation Activity – 
 Childhood Poverty in Sefton. 
 
Report of:  Anna Nygaard and Steve Gowland 
 
 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 

1.1 To receive information regarding a proposed consultation about childhood 
poverty in Sefton.    
 

2. Background 
 
 2.1 The main purpose of the Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is to 

coordinate and ensure the quality of public engagement and consultation, 
in accordance with the required standards. 

 
 2.2 Childhood poverty is the first step to poor physical and mental health, and 

the largest impact on infant mortality is poverty.  
 
 2.3 On 1 April 2021, the Welfare Reform and Anti-Poverty Cabinet Member 

Reference Group received a detailed report in relation to child poverty in 
Sefton and the impacts of the Coronavirus pandemic.  

 
 2.4 The report outlined indicators and drivers for childhood poverty, the 

impacts of growing up in a low impact household and the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic on the causes and consequences of poverty. 

 
 2.5 It was noted that indicators for children living in absolute and relative low-

income households, and children eligible for free school meals were 
increasing in the years before the pandemic. Emergency welfare 
measures were often not enough to bridge the sudden income gap 
experienced by many in-work households on low incomes, especially 
during the early months of the pandemic.  

 
 2.6 The profile of jobs in Sefton was highlighted in the report, noting the larger 

than average contribution from health and care, and other essential roles, 
often based in relatively small-scale businesses which brought together 
added risks from Coronavirus exposure and transmission and pre-existing 
health inequality, all underpinned by financial vulnerability. 

 
 2.7 It was reported that the pandemic has impacted childhood poverty in 

several ways, both short- and long-term: 
 

• Household income • Employment opportunities 
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• Access to services 
• Cost of living 
• Mental health 

• Physical wellbeing 
• Access to education, 

learning and development 
 

2.8 Prevalence of mental distress was discussed. National research shows 
that those with poor mental health have a 50% higher likelihood of having 
a low income and are 70% more likely to experience persistent poverty. 
Compared to average and high income families, parents on low incomes 
reported more family distress caused by issues such as food and fuel 
poverty and home-schooling in 2020.   

 
2.9  Social mobility and pay potential were also discussed. It was noted that 

Sefton has had a relatively small gap in terms of education attainment but 
a large gap in future pay potential, i.e. a young person from a low income 
household leaving school with the same qualifications as a peer from a 
non-disadvantaged household is more likely to achieve a low income, and 
be paid less than their classmate in Sefton compared to many other parts 
of the country. Coronavirus has accelerated the already widening 
attainment gap, adding to the risk of persistent, inter-generational 
disadvantage. 

 
2.10 In response to this Cabinet has approved - and is beginning work – to 

develop a Child Poverty Strategy. As part of the development of the 
Strategy a conference of senior leaders and stakeholders is due to take 
place in the autumn of 2021. Furthermore, public consultation is needed 
with Sefton communities to better understand and tackle the issue. 

 
3. Childhood Poverty 
 
 3.1 In essence we are seeking to consult on issues related to, and associated 

with, childhood poverty in Sefton. We know that changes to the welfare 
and benefits system over recent years have affected residents within 
Sefton in various ways.  

 
 3.2 However the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic has been felt across all 

sections of society and across all age groups, and its impact on children 
and young people in Sefton has yet to be accurately established. Along 
with this the impact on parents/carers and families which affects children 
and young people has also yet to be fully understood. 

 
 3.3 We intend to engage with children and young people, their families, and 

parents/carers about the extent and reality of childhood poverty in Sefton 
and how they see this affecting their choices and opportunities now and in 
the future. This will help to uncover income-related obstacles that might 
be a particular issue in Sefton and draw attention towards changes that 
are achievable at a low level.  

 
 3.4 The methodology for this engagement has not yet been determined but is 

likely to draw on qualitative data collection in order to fully understand the 
specific and wider issues. 
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 3.5 As a result of the sensitive nature of the subject matter and the need to 

respect the privacy and circumstances of those taking part our approach 
will be crucial to the success of the exercise. We will adopt a recognised 
research ethics framework1 to protect the interests, rights and best 
balance of benefit over harm of participants. 

 
4.    The Consultation 
 
 4.1 We are seeking suggestions and recommendations from the Public 

Engagement and Consultation Panel not only about the approach and 
content, but also about when and how the engagement should take place, 
and whether there is relevant insight work that could appropriately be used 
to inform this work. 

 
4.2 Sefton Council and members of the Welfare Reform and Anti-Poverty 

(WRAP) Group already have methods of engaging with communities in 
Sefton. They will play a key role in helping to promote and encourage 
participation in the consultation.  

 
4.3 If favourable, we may also work with Sefton schools/colleges regarding 

the joint promotion of - and engagement with - the consultation. 
 
4.4 General principles relating to the consultation are summarised below: 
 

• Surveys will be anonymous. 
• Surveys will meet all GDPR requirements. 
• Paper copies can be completed, if necessary. 
• A young person friendly information sheet will be created. 
• We will work with young people and parents/carers regarding the 

language and readability of the survey and make all reasonable 
changes they request.  

• The final version of the survey will be brought to the Panel before 
commencement. 

 
4.5 Young person friendly participant information sheets will be provided prior 

to survey participation. The participant information sheet will make clear 
to children and young people that their participation is voluntary, that they 
can leave the consultation whenever they wish and that there are no right 
or wrong answers. Implied consent from children and young people will 
be taken on commencement of the survey.  

 
5.      Reporting and Publishing the Findings 
 

5.1  Following feedback from the Panel we will create a timeline and action 
plan; detailing activities to be undertaken and set out milestones for during 
and after the consultation has been completed. The findings of the 
consultation will be shared with the Panel in due course. 

                                                 
1 E.g. https://www.sscr.nihr.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/SSCR-methods-review_MR024.pdf 
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6. Legal Department Comments 
 
 6.1 Sefton’s Legal Department has considered the consultation plans 

contained in this report and has no comments to make.  
 
7. Recommendations 
 
 7.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is recommended to: 
  
  a) Appraise and provide recommendations and suggestions for public 

engagement and consultation regarding childhood poverty in Sefton 
 
  b) Request that the officers return to the Panel to provide details of 

their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above consultation. 


